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Location Map  

Aerial photo taken in the spring of 2010 
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History of Hess Lake  
Hess lake is a 750 acre lake laying in Brooks and Grant Townships. Hess Lake is the 2nd 

largest lake in Newaygo County.  The area around Hess lake was first developed in the 

late 1800ôs, taking advantage of the lake for logging purposes. The 1950ôs, 60ôs, and 70ôs 

brought heavy development and recreational use to the lake.   

 

An early Hess 

Lake cottage built 

in 1891 by Fred 

Jacobi 

Hess Lake Level Control Structure In 1973 

Posing in Front of the cook shack at 

the D.P. Clay camp - near Hess Lake. 

Hess Lake used 

To be called 

Big Brooks Lake 
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History of Hess Lake  

Fred Jacobi, 

Frank Van Leuven, 

And  Fred Riblet 

In 1888. 

    Jacobi  started the first bicycle path to Hess Lake. 

      Loggers  

and their Families 

near Hess Lake in 

the 1890ôs 
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1950-1970 -The start of decline in water quality due to heavy development & recreational use,  
  -Fishing starts to decline and in 1970 Milfoil was introduced into the lake. 
    
1965 -Hess Lake Level was established with a court ordered level of 763.3  
 
1972 -Hess Lake Board was established-went inactive 
 -Water Quality Study done by WR Frykberg to determine effects of recreational use on the water  
   quality of the lake, various testing done, Biochemical Oxygen, Dissolved Oxygen, Secchi Disc,  
   Bacteriological. It was found that recreational use stirs up the silty bottom and puts it into suspension,  
   making nutrients available to the aquatic community,  limiting clarity. With 80% of residents having 
   at least one boat w/ average hp of 35-40 their use is constantly stirring up the bottom.   
 -There were 384 lake front dwellings. 
 
1974 -State of Michigan conducts periodic water sampling. 
 
1978 -Health Department Study shows approximately 40% of septic systems are within 100' of the lake. 
 
1979 -Hess Lake Board re-activated. 
 
  *Late 70's early 80's, property values followed the trend of lake quality. 
 
1980 -State of Michigan conducts periodic water sampling. 
 
1982 -Feasibility Study completed by Edmund's Eng, recommendations included:  
  Dredging 3.5 million cubic yards from the lake-Cost Prohibitive 
  A diversion pipe under Hess into Brooks Lk-DNR wouldn't approve & high cost 
     
1983 -Weed harvesting begins, contracted out (2 machines), approximately 900 tons removed 
   
1984 -Weed harvesting, contracted out , approximately 350 tons removed 
 -Milfoil infestation spreads and gets worse 
 
1985 -State of Michigan conducts periodic water sampling. 
 -SCS HELP program identifies erosion problems on Wheeler 
 -HL Association purchases own weed harvester, removed approximately 330 tons 
 -Willis Timmer suggests combining chemical treatment w/ weed harvesting 
 -Chemical treatment of shallow areas-Drain Commissioner 
    
1986 -3 acre sediment basin constructed on Wheeler Drain 
 -Weed harvesting, removed approximately 200 tons  
 -Chemical treatment 71 acres-2-4D, Aquathol K, H191 & Copper Sulfate-Lake Weed Away   (LWA) 
 -Major milfoil infestation begins to be controlled. 
 
1987 -Bank stabilization, rip rap & seeding on banks of Wheeler to prevent future erosion 
 -Grade control structures installed to slow water down 
 -Weed harvesting , removed approximately 112 tons 
 -Chemical treatments 125 acres-24D,Aquathol K, Hydrothal 191,&Copper Sulfate-LWA 
 -Apply for Clean Lakes Grant 
 
1988     -Weed harvesting, removed approximately 28 tons 
  -Chemical treatments 125 ac-2-4D, Aquathol K, Hydrothal 191, & Copper Sulfate-LWA 
    
1989     -Feasibility Study completed by Progressive Eng. on phosphorus removal system via  
    soil filtration-found not feasible 
 -Weed harvesting, removed approximately 28 tons 
 -Chemical treatments 100 acres - 2-4D, Aquathol K,  & Copper Sulfate-LWA 

Time Line of Hess Lake  



 7 

 

1990 -Brooks Lake Water Quality Study done by Wade Trim, recommended sewer systems on both lakes &   
   dredge 30% of Brooks & Hess to a depth of 15' 
 -Depth Study done by Expeditors to determine the amount of muck on the bottom 
 -Weed harvesting, removed approximately 200 tons 
 -Chemical treatments 100 acres- 2-4D, Aquathol K, & Copper Sulfate-LWA 
    

1991 -Water sampling done for nutrients 
 -Weed harvesting, removed approximately 175 tons 
 -Chemical treatments 100 acres- 2-4D, Aquathol K, & Copper Sulfate-LWA 
    

1992 -Water sampling done for nutrients 
 -Weed harvesting, removed approximately 250 tons 
 -Chemical treatments -125ac 2-4D, Aquathol K, & Copper Sulfate-LWA 
    
1993 -Aerial reconnaissance & field surveys to identify critical areas on Wheeler Drain 
 -MDNR Fisheries completed survey showing high turbidity (Secchi disk 6"), no macrophytes & low 
   fish population  
 -Diagnostic Evaluation & Feasibility Study by FTC&H, excessive phosphorus concentration, aquatic 
   vegetation, dominate algae species during summer season Lake Management Plan concerned with low 
   fish population 
 -Weed harvesting, removed approximately 200 tons 
 -Chemical treatments 100 acres- 2-4D, Aquathol K, & Copper Sulfate-LWA 
    
1994 -Started petition for Wheeler Drain project-turned down 
 -Aerial photos taken before and after rain event 
 -Fish plantings 
 -Weed harvesting, removed approximately 250 tons 
 -Chemical treatments 100 acres-2-4D,Aquathol K,&Copper Sulfate-Prof. Lake Mgt 
  (Lake Weed Away changed there name to Professional Lake Management-PLM) 
    
1995    -Petition re-circulated for Wheeler Drain Project to retrofit existing sediment basin, construct 3  
  additional sediment basins, streambank stabilization, & wetland  plantings-project found necessary 
 -Sanddragon Process of filtering silt from water checked out-cost prohibitive  
 -Fish plantings 
 -Weed harvesting, removed approximately 200 tons 
 -Chemical treatments 100 acres- 2-4D, Aquathol K, & Copper Sulfate-PLM 
 

1996 -Weed Harvester put in dry dock, only chemicals used to treat-treatment successful 
 -Biological control of weeds looked into-decided against 
 -Project begins on Wheeler Drain 
 -Fish plantings 
 -383 Lake Front dwellings, still the same as 1972 only now there have been additions to the homes, are 
   used year around by most, there are bigger boats, jet skis & more people using the lake, therefore more 
   suspension of silt with the increased activity.  
 -Chemical treatments - 2-4D, Aquathol K, & Copper Sulfate-Weed Patrol, Inc (WP) 

-Lake Board begins looking at the use of Floridone, but decide to wait until DEQ is finished with their                                                 
testing for correct dosage amounts. 

    
1997 -Chemical treatment for Eurasian Water Milfoil, Curly Leaf Pondweed, & Elodea. 
 -Chemicals used 2,4-D, Reward, & Aquathol K-WP 
 -Fish plantings 
 

1998 -Chemical treatment for Eurasian Water Milfoil, Curly Leaf Pondweed, & Elodea. 
 -Chemicals used 2,4-D, Reward, & Aquathol K- WP 
 -Fish plantings 
 

1999 -Chemical treatment for Eurasian Water Milfoil, Curly Leaf Pondweed, & Elodea. 
 -Chemicals used 2,4-D, Reward, & Aquathol K-WP 
 -Fish Plantings 

-DEQ/DNR completes fish and chemical survey and finds Hess Lake to be òpristineò regarding  
  chemical contamination 

 

2000 -Chemical treatment for Eurasian Water Milfoil, Curly Leaf Pondweed, & Elodea. 
 -Chemicals used 2,4-D, Reward, & Aquathol K-WP 
 -Sprayed for Gypsy Moths-600ô parameter around the lake ï390 acres 
 -Water sampling done    
 -Fish plantings 
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2001 -Chemical treatment of entire lake (750 acres)-using Fluridone (Avast) only-WP. 

 -Survey done in September indicated resurgence of 12+ native plants in the lake  

 -2nd Spray Treatment  for Gypsy Moths ï600ô perimeter around the lake-390 acres 

 -Water sampling done 

 -Fish plantings 

  

2002 -Study done w/grant money on failed and failing septic systems - project promoted and on going.  

             -Chemical treatment of 3 Milfoil plants-$135.00 

 -Public Hearing held July 15th  - 12 in attendance 

 -Water Sampling & fish plantings done  

 -Failed & failing septic systems project completed-Hess Lk $1500.00/Brooks $1000.00. 

 -Committee formed to look into sewer system around Brooks/Hess Lakes 

 -Opinion poll mailed to residents late November to see if sewer project is wanted 

-Count of combined lakes survey was split- İ  voted yes  İ voted no.  The count for    

  just Hess Lake had more that voted yes than voted no.  The whole thing was turned over 

  to the committee to come up with alternatives. 

 

2003    -No treatment was necessary on the lake this year. 

 -A lake-wide weed survey was done in September by Weed Patrol-cost $1000.00. 

 -No Special Assessment was levied against the property owners in 2003 because the  

  Lake Board had money in reserve and felt an assessment was not necessary. 

 

2004 -Treatment of 45 acres of Milfoil with Renovate was done in June, no treatment of Curly Leaf or other                       

pondweed as they were not a problem. The lake board is going to look into algae treatments to help 

with the  water clarity for next season, with all the rain this year it would be a waste of money. 

 

2005 -Treatment of 45 acres of Milfoil with Renovate was done in June, no treatment of Curly Leaf or other 

pondweed as they were not a problem. The lake board is still looking into algae treatments to help with 

the water clarity to make sure the expense is worth the shortness of time it will last and will probably 

treat with Floridone next season as the Milfoil is spreading. 

 

2006 -Like wide treatment with Floridone scheduled for the end of April or 1st of May was not done until  

the middle of May due to problems with DEQ permit-Milfoil exploded and DEQ finally gave permit 

and lake was treated but it was late and it took time for the weeds to drop. Bump treatment done the 

end of May, 14 days after original treatment, but due to lateness of treatment, lake was a mess for Me-

morial Day weekend and into June.  Weed Patrol came back the middle of June and treated the lake 

with copper sulfate and cygnet to try and make the weeds drop and clear up the algae so the lake would 

be decent for the 4th of July.  

 

2007 -A lake wide Algae treatment was done the 2nd of July to see if it would clear up the water quality.  No 

other treatment was needed as there were no weed problems.  

 

2008 -The only treatment done this year was an algae treatment of Copper Sulfate, and a small  treatment of 

2.8 acres of Milfoil with 2,4-D.  

 

2009 -In June there was a lake wide Algae treatment, 25 acres treated with 2,4-D, 40 acres treated with 

 Renovate, and 10 acres treated low-dose Aquathal K. 

 

2010 -In May there was a 40 acre pondweed treatment with low-dose Aquathol K, 15 acre Milfoil treatment  

 with Renovate OTF, and a 40 acre Milfoil treatment with 2,4-d. 

 In June there was a 22 acre Milfoil treatment using Renovate OTF. 
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Hess Lake Misc. Facts  
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Fishing Tournaments 

Winterfest activities on the ice 

Photo by: 

 Grizzly Air Photoôs 

Roadside Clean-up 
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Festivities  
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